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HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM 
— This year was unprecedented 
on many levels, namely due to 
the novel coronavirus outbreak, 
which prompted business and 
school closures across the state 
in March. 

But 2020 also saw com- 
munities coming together to 
help support one another, from 
school administrators and teach- 
ers holding special events for 
graduating Minnechaug seniors, 
protests organized against ra- 
cial inequity after the death of 
George Floyd this spring, and 
locals volunteering to sponsor 
meals for senior citizens and 
frontline workers, to name a few 
Initiatives. 

A number of Wilbraham and 
Hampden residents made the 
headlines for their accomplish- 
ments this year, too, including 
Minnechaug High School stu- 
dent Georgia Webster who went 
viral this summer for her single 
“Tell Your Mom” and Hampden 
Fire Chief Jeff Farnsworth, who 
was named “Chief of the Year.” 

For this special “Year in Re- 





Luke Jenne, who was honored as 





he 2020 Wilbraham Veteran 
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of the Year, with wife Bethany, parents Dawna Jenne and Donald 
Olschafskie, and children Isalina, 11, Luca, 7, and Emiliana, 6. 


view” edition of the Times, our 
editorial staff compiled an over- 
view look at the top news sto- 
ries published this year, listed in 
chronological order: 


Wilbraham explores 
broadband 


WILBRAHAM - Across the 
country, communities are get- 
ting fed up with their internet 
options and are taking back con- 
trol. With action by the Board of 
Selectmen in January, Wilbra- 


ham may be on the path to high- 
speed and lower cost internet. 

Selectmen met with the 
Broadband Advisory Committee 
and industry expert Jeff Chris- 
tensen, of Entry Point Networks, 
Jan. 6, discussing the status of 
the committee and next steps for 
the town. 

“We want to get serious 
about a planning phase,’ Chris- 
tensen said. “But before we get 
there, we need direction.” 

Christensen said the town 
has two options to implement 
its own broadband network, e1i- 


The Wilbraham-Hampden 


DECEMBER 24, 2020 


ee ep ne 


Rite = sir Sea os aes 


ther taking the full burden as a 
town-sponsored initiative or to 
enter into a regional cooperative. 
In either situation, he believes 
the town could both drastically 
improve the network capabilities 
and lower the bills for all users. 

To put the improvement into 
perspective, Christensen said he 
and the Committee estimate the 
bandwidth capabilities of fiber 
technology at 25 terabits per sec- 
ond, or essentially 25,000 times 
faster than the current coaxial 
cable technology. 

“You can’t consume anything 
close to that,’ he said. “This is 
future proof as far as our lives 
go,’ he continued, noting that a 
50-year lifespan on the fiber in- 
frastructure is a reasonable ex- 
pectation. 

(Editor’s note: Selectmen are 
still exploring options for munic- 
ipal broadband and planning has 
not yet been finalized.) 


* 


Hospital staff man the front lines 


REGION — Medical profes- 
sionals at Baystate Hospitals in 
the region, Cooley Dickinson in 
Northampton and Holyoke Hos- 
pital have each faced a similar 
set of issues caused by the pan- 
demic, which are still being nav- 
igated on a daily basis. 

Baystate Medical Center 
constructed a temporary rapid 
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Voters check into the polls at Minnechaug Regional High School on 


Teacher Angela Rice holds up 
a sign congratulating her now 


former students on May 28. 
File photo. 






Election Day last Tuesday. Photo by David Miles. 


response triage facility in March 
outside the Emergency Depart- 
ment as a result of the demands 
created by the coronavirus pan- 
demic, according to Miu§chelle 
Holmgren, of Baystate Health. 
“These are designed to handle 
some 30 to 40 patients; the triage 
area will serve as a rapid, initial 
screening venue for staff to iden- 
tify those patients of most imme- 
diate need.” 

Dr. Armando Paez, chief of 
infectious diseases at Baystate 
Health, added that “approxi- 


mately 80% of COVID-19 are 
mild infections. 

“However, this can be a serl- 
ous infection requiring hospital- 
ization for some, particularly in 
the elderly and those with diabe- 
tes, heart and lung disease,” he 
said. “Similar to the flu, symp- 
toms may include fever, cough, 
and shortness of breath two to 14 
days after exposure. Symptoms 
can be mild to severe illness and 
result in pneumonia.” 


Please see 2020, page 5 
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NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Bethlehem Church welcomes 


Pastor Darrin Ray 


HAMPDEN - Bethlehem Church 
in Hampden is pleased to announce 
the arrival of new Lead Pastor, Darrin 
Ray. 

Bethlehem Church moved from 
Springfield to Hampden in 1991 un- 
der the leadership of Pastor Brian 
MacLeod. After 37 years of faithful 
service to Bethlehem and the local 


community, Pastor MacLeod retired § Ae “wae 


in October. A pastor search commit- 

tee conducted a 10-month, nationwide search 
and in September, Darrin Ray was invited to 
lead Bethlehem Church in its mission to be a 
church for the community. 

Darrin and Tiffany (Dennington) were 
married on July 31,1999, and honeymooned 
in New England. They have three children — 
Tirin, 17, Ethan, 14, and Braden, 6. Prior to 
joining Bethlehem, the Ray family had been 
serving at Blue Valley Baptist Church in Over- 
land Park, Kansas for nearly thirteen years. 

Darrin was born and raised in Kansas, and 
surrendered his life to Jesus his freshman year 
of high school. At age 16 he felt a strong desire 
to serve in full time pastoral ministry and has 
never looked back. In 1994, Darrin received 
undergraduate degrees in Business Adminis- 
tration and Christian Ministries at Southwest 
Baptist University in Bolivar, Missouri. In 
2000, he earned a Master of Arts degree from 
the Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary in Fort Worth Texas. 

Darrin has served in full time pastoral roles 
since 1989 in the states of Kansas, Missouri, 
Arizona and Nebraska with a focus on student, 
adult discipleship and teaching ministries. He 
has always had a passion for students of all 





ages and for leadership development. 

The personal and family mission 
for the Ray’s is to love God first, and 
love people second. Darrin truly has a 
shepherd’s heart, which is evidenced 
in his preaching and lifestyle. He 
has the ability to teach and challenge 
those who have grown up in church 
and are very familiar with reading the 
bible as well as those who are just be- 
ginning to understand the God of the 
bible and His purpose for our lives. His mes- 
sages are filled with hope, which is so needed 
in this season where individuals and families 
are experiencing such stress and loss, church 
leaders said. 

The Ray family looks forward to becoming 
an integral part of this amazing community. 
“It’s amazing how quickly our family has been 
welcomed in by the schools, our neighbors and 
individuals throughout this community. We 
have truly fallen in love with it,’ said Pastor 
Ray. 

If you would like to contact Pastor Darrin, 
do so at DRay@BethlehemHampden.org or 
contact the Bethlehem Church office at (413) 
566-5572. 

Bethlehem Church located at 123 Allen St., 
Hampden, 01036. Live services are current- 
ly being held on Sundays at both 9 AM and 
10:30 AM with the 10:30 service also avail- 
able through live streaming at www.Bethle- 
hemHampden.org/live. Christmas Eve service 
will be held at 5 p.m. and will include carols, a 
children’s story and a message of hope. In per- 
son services meet all the Governor’s require- 
ments for places of worship. Masks and social 
distancing are required. 
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Church 


to hold Christmas Eve service 


outdoors 


The church is also thanking 
supporters for Christina’s 
House contributions 


HAMPDEN — Federated Com- 
munity Church in Hampden recent- 
ly completed a fundraiser to support 
Christina’s House in Springfield, rais- 
ing $6,000 to pay for the replacement 
railings required to be updated in their 
newly dedicated home. 

Christina’s House supports wom- 
en and children in transition. Feder- 
ated Community Church wishes to 
thank its members and community 
folk who helped the congregation to 
reach its goal in two months. 

For Christmas, Federated Com- 
munity Church is collecting gifts to 
support MaryAnne’s Kids. 

“For a small congregation, we 


have mighty big hearts,’ said Rev. 
Patricia Miller Fernandes. “Our sanc- 
tuary is being flooded with gifts of 
games, clothes, mittens, trucks, a bike, 
dolls, gift certificates, and more. We 
are also offering 25 days of Stories 
read by congregational members from 
now until Christmas on our Facebook 
page.” 

These stores are aimed at the 
younger-aged. Due to COVID-19, the 
church will offer a Christmas Eve out- 
door candlelight service at 5:30 p.m. 
in front of the church. 

The service will offer an opportu- 
nity to sing familiar carols, hear our 
Christmas story, listen to a word of 
hope, and affirm the Christian call to 
be light unto the world by following 
the ways of Jesus, as candles are lit. 
The newly formed Bell Choir will also 
make its first live public appearance. 


Rotary runs Winter Clothing Drive 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Rotary Club has be- 
gun collecting clean, gently-worn 
or new winter clothing including 
gloves and hats for adults and chil- 
dren beginning this month. Clean 
white socks are also needed to 
be given to the homeless. Donat- 
ed items will be turned over to the 
Community Survival Center serving 
the towns of Wilbraham, Hampden 
and Ludlow and the Springfield and 


neighborhoods of Indian Orchard, 
Sixteen Acres and Pine Point. 

Area residents are invited to 
make a difference in our local com- 
munity by donating to the winter 
clothing drive. The club has col- 
lection bins in the Scantic Valley 
YMCA in Post Office Park and in 
Rice’s Fruit Farm store on south 
Main Street. For more information 
call 413-537-4171. 
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A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty and students, 
and to learn all about WMA programs and community. 
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WILBRAHAM - This year, Wilbraham Knights 
Council 10195 asked long-time member and for- 
mer Grand Knight, Ron Serra, to again lead their 
2020 Christmas Toy Collection Drive. 

This collection box located, in Rotunda Lobby 
at St Cecilia Parish, had to be emptied many times 
during the drop-off period from Nov. 28 to Dec. 13. 

For the past 27 years, Serra has been leading 
the Toy Committee and they have worked with five 
major agencies in the Greater Springfield area and 
have usually collected from 200 to 250 individual 
toys which were needed each year. 

Serra said that in the past, St Cecilia Parishio- 
ners and others “have been very generous in keep- 
ing our toy box filled.” 

However, this year due to the pandemic, his 
group was approached by seven local agencies and 
they were advised that “the need is greater than 
ever... and we will need at least 300 toys from the 
Knights and the Parish.” 

Serra enlisted the “toy shopping services” of his 
wife Pat. and together they spent many long hours 
in the toy departments of local stores to augment 
the supply of toys donated by the local Parish Com- 
munity. 

The Knights Council also donated $500 to fund 
the increase in number of toys requested this year. 
A grand total of all toys donated was just over 300. 

Serra said that once again “through a toy we 
will bring joy,” helped by the generous members of 
St Cecilia Parish through the Knights 2020 Christ- 
mas Toy Drive. 





WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - Members of the Wilbraham- ‘Aanpian Rotary Club 
collected toys from its members to bring some holiday joy to children living in the 
YWCA Emergency Shelter on Dec. 19. (From left), Rotarians Brad Sperry and Charlie 
Bennett bring a bin full of toys and books to YWCA counsellors Michael Rinkowitz, 
Sharifer Forbes and Jessica Hernandez. The YWCA maintains a Helpline to combat 
homelessness and survive domestic violence: 413-272-3067. Photo by David Miles. 


Correction: 


A Dec. 17 edition of the Times ran a press release stating there will be a 
Christmas Eve Mass at St. Mary’s Church in Hampden. The Christmas Eve 
Mass will take place outside of the Federated Community Church in Hamp- 
den, not at St. Mary’s. 
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Saint Mary’s Cemetery 
closed for burials until 
April 

HAMPDEN - Saint Mary’s Cemetery on Scantic 
Road in Hampden is closed for burials as of Dec. 1. 


It will resume burials on April 1, 2021. The cemetery 
remains open from dawn to dusk daily for visitation. 
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HAPPY HANUKKAH 


Happy Healthy 
New Year to All Our 
Customers and Friends 
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Fruit & Veggie Trays, 
Boars Head Deli Platters > 
Festive Cookies, Fresh Baked Pies & ieee 


Gourmet —_ 7s 
Gift Baskets een 


Ready For Pickup or 
Delivery Call 589-7071 


New England Specialties 
Wine Baskets, Snack Attacks | 
Italian Gourmet, and MORE!!! ‘ 
Craft Beers, Wines 


& Champagnes 


For A Sparkling New Year! 
BUY SIX BOTTLES OF WINE 


match SAVE 10% 


Match 


Sleliday Fresh Flower ba 
ARRANGEMENTS ¥ 939, 
and BOUQUETS e P 
Winter Blooming Cyclamen Poa 
Fragrant Paper White Bulbs! — crow: _ 






& < GREENHOUSE =| 





631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24 7AM — 5PM 
~ CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY ~ 
OPEN NEW YEARS EVE 7AM -— 6PM 
~ CLOSED NEW YEARS DAY ~ 
OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7AM — 8PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM - 7PM 
Find us on and You 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twit- 
kop@turley.com. 
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Death 
Notices 


Catherine Prendergast 
died December 14, 2020 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 
is assisting the family. 


Dorothy Corriveau 
died December 14, 2020 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 
is assisting the family. 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 


the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 
Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 


provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication possible. 
Let them know 


you saw their ad in the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
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Chef Maureen Benton. 
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HCC’s ‘Bake With Me’ series 
focused on families 


HOLYOKE — This coming March, 
Holyoke Community College will offer 
a weekly series of baking classes aimed 
at parents and their children who want to 
learn to create tasty treats together under 
the guidance of a professional chef. 

The “Bake With Me” series runs for 
four consecutive Fridays in March from 4 
to 5:30 p.m. over Zoom. 

Each class will focus on a different 
dessert: March 5 (Key Lime Pie); March 
12 (caramel cheesecake); March 19 
(blackberry cobbler a la mode); March 26 
(royal icing sugar cookies). 

Classes will be led by Chef Maureen 
Benton, an instructor in HCC’s Culinary 
Arts program. 

‘Bake With Me’ offers families a fun 
way to connect, laugh and learn together 
from the comfort of their own kitchens,” 
said Michele Cabral, HCC executive di- 
rector of Business, Corporate and Profes- 
sional Development. “Since the pandem- 
ic started, my husband and I have been 
Zoom cooking with our grandson and 


love the memories we are creating as a 
family.” 

Each session costs $49 and comes 
with a special baking kit. The kit includes 
a shopping list, recipe cards and two kid- 
sized kitchen tools: Session 1 (apron and 
whisk); Session 2 (chef’s hat and spatu- 
la); Session 3 (oven mitt and ice cream 
scoop); Session 4 (dish towel and rolling 
pin). 

The kits will be available for pickup, 
drop-off or delivery by mail. 

“When kids learn to bake, they devel- 
op confidence, and, without knowing it, 
they are also practicing their math skills, 
as they learn to measure ingredients and 
scale up or scale down a recipe,’ Cabral 
said. “But the classes will also offer kids 
a chance to play in the kitchen. They get 
to experiment, be creative, and, in the end, 
they’ll have a yummy treat to share with 
their families.” 

Class size is limited. To register for 
one or more sessions, go to: hcc.edu/ 
bake-with-me 
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USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 
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413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 





WNE’s Dr. Steven Li 
wins IEEE Engineer 
of the Year Award 


SPRINGFIELD — Western New England Universi- 
ty College of Engineering Associate Professor Zhao- 
jun ‘Steven’ Li has been awarded the Institute of Elec- 
trical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Reliability 
Society’s 2020 “Engineer of the Year” Award. 

Established in 1884, the IEEE is the world’s larg- 
est technical professional organization dedicated to 
advancing technology for the benefit of humanity. The 
IEEE Reliability Society (RS) promotes recognition 
of the reliability profession, develops and dissemi- 
nates reliability best practices, and is a resource for 
collaboration among reliability professionals. 

The Society honored Dr. Li for his contributions 
to Bayesian Reliability methods. The award acknow]- 
edged his dedication to the Reliability profession and 
his outstanding volunteer efforts to the [EEE Reliabil- 
ity Society. 

Dr. Li is a senior member of HSE and IEEE and 
currently serves on editorial boards for IEEE Transac- 
tions on Reliability and IEEE Access Reliability Soci- 
ety Section. He has served as board member of IISE 
Quality Control and Reliability Engineering (QCRE) 
Division and IEEE Reliability Society. He is an ASQ 
Certified Reliability Engineer and Caterpillar Six 
Sigma Black Belt. His research interests include data 
analytics, applied statistics, operations research, and 
reliability engineering. 

Dr. Li received his Ph.D. in Industrial Engineering 
from the University of Washington. 


Wilbraham Library 
Winter Reading Challenge 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham public Library’s 
annual Winter Reading Challenge begins Jan. 1 with 
categories for children, teens and — for the first time 
— adults. 

Here’s the challenge: Read one, two or three books 
of your choice and log them online on your Beanstack 
account by Feb. 28. 

Teens and adults will also need to log a review for 
each book. Finishers can earn up to three raffle tickets, 
depending on the number of books read. 

Raffle prizes include gift cards and more. Winners 
will be notified starting March 9. Children and teen 
finishers will also receive a free paperback. 

Registration begins Jan. 1. If you participated in 
past summer or winter reading programs, simply log 
in to your Beanstack account. Newcomers will be able 
to create an account by clicking on the Winter Reading 
centerpiece on the library’s website. 

There’s also a Beanstack tracker app available for 
download. 

This program is sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library 


The Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District 


We will be taking applications for our 
early childhood programs for district 
residents for the 2021-2022 year. 
Programs are for 3 and 4 year olds. 
If your child will be three by 
September 1, 2021 you may obtain 
an application at hwrsd.org website 
under "Departments," 
"Student Services" 
or call student services at 566-8950 


Applications will be available 
starting January 2, 2021. 
Priority screening and placement 
will be given to applications received 
prior to January 31, 2021. 
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HWRSD offers weekly meal 
service for families 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM 
— When schools closed mid- 
March, there was still a need to 
provide daily nutrition to keep 
children healthy. 

Starting March 25, the Hamp- 
den- Wilbraham Regional School 
District stepped up to provide 
families with free breakfast and 
lunch via a drive-through service 
at Minnechaug Regional High 
School, keeping children healthy 
in their homes. 

Superintendent of Schools 
Albert Ganem Jr. said the district 
started small on March 25, pre- 
paring 127 meals for those who 
registered ahead. By the March 
30 service, the district prepared 
180 meals prepared in the Min- 
nechaug kitchen. 

“We were going to do it no 
matter what,’ Ganem said. “As 
times change, we want to pro- 
vide these services to the com- 
munity.” 

According to Ganem and 
the district’s Food Services Di- 
rector Julie Dougal, the district 
was prepared to fund this ser- 
vice through its own budget as 
only those schools with 50% of 
students enrolled in the free or 
reduced meal program qualified 
for reimbursement. Then, the 
district was informed that the 
federal government would reim- 
burse all schools for such offer- 
ings during the pandemic. 

Every participating fami- 
ly received meals for multiple 
days. Monday provided meals 
for Monday and Tuesday (two 


breakfasts and two lunches), 
while the Wednesday service 
provided Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday meals (three break- 
fasts and thee lunches). 

“Today, families are getting 
breakfast and lunch,’ Dougal 
said March 30. Breakfast includ- 
ed a cereal bowl, granola bar 
and fruit juice. Lunch consisted 
of turkey and cheese and pea- 
nut butter and jelly sandwich- 
es, baby carrots, cucumbers, an 
orange, chocolate chip cookies 
and milk. Meals are served in a 
brown bag. 

Dougal explained the district 
sent out ConnectEd messages to 
families both through email and 
phone calls to inform them about 
the offering. 


Feeding the front lines: local 
business providing lunches for 
first responders 


WILBRAHAM -— During the 
current public health emergen- 
cy sparked by the novel coro- 
navirus, front line workers like 
doctors and nurses, police and 
firefighters have been working 
non-stop treating patients infect- 
ed with the new virus as well as 
everyday emergencies. 

Inspired by these individ- 
uals, one Wilbraham business 
owner stepped up in a small but 
heart-warming way: raising do- 
nations from the community to 
help feed the front-line crews. 

“This is my way of saying, 
‘We appreciate what you do,” 
said Frank Gencarelli, owner of 
the Village Store & Cafe. 

Gencarelli said a fair number 
of his customers are essential 
workers in the response to the 
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Members of the Above the Influence Club fanded ate care eipackanes to fainnectiauias seniors rey 28, 
when they returned their books and received caps and gowns. The Above the Influence and Teens 
Helping Teens clubs gave seniors class blankets, bracelets and gift cards to local businesses. From left 
are Jay Dalessio, faculty adviser; Jingli Chen and Dominque LaBranche. File photo. 


new coronavirus, including doc- 
tors, nurses, firefighters and po- 
lice officers. Realizing that many 
of these individuals are working 
12-hour shifts with little time 
for meal breaks at work — and 
limited time at home to acquire 
and prepare meals — he decided 
to put the cafe’s kitchen to work 
and help fuel his friends and 
neighbors. 

On April 16, Gencarelli 
launched the GoFundMe cam- 
paign, “Lunches For Western 
Mass First Responders,” with a 
goal of $400 that would cover 
the cost to prepare 50 sandwich- 


es as well as pasta salads, chips 
and cookies. 

By the end of the day, a hand- 
ful of donors contributed $105 
and by the end of the next, he 
secured enough funds to make 
the meals. 


Hampden Selectmen discuss 
future of emergency dispatch 


HAMPDEN - After nearly a 
decade of discussions, the Town 
of Hampden has been nearing a 
decision regarding the future of 
emergency dispatch service. 

The Board of Selectmen — 


tin) ie 
VE iis i. 


TINCTURES | 


CON 


Chairman Donald Davenport, 
John D. Flynn and Mary Ellen 
Glover — have had discussions 
throughout the year over wheth- 
er to stick with town’s current 
emergency dispatchers who 
work in the Hampden Police De- 
partment or partner with another 
community or provider. 

The two options selectmen 
have looked into are joining the 
WestComm regional 911 dis- 
patch center located in the Chi- 
copee Police Department and 
that consists of Chicopee, Long- 


Please see , page 9 


Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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B VIEWPOINTS 


o one could have realized it back in 
Nie: but that’s when the New York 

Sun published what was to become an 
iconic part of local journalism history. The Sun 
printed what is now the most widely read letter 
to a newspaper. It was sent by an 8-year-old 
New York City girl named Virginia O’ Hanlon. 
The response to her letter by editorial writ- 
er Francis Pharcellus Church is a message of 
love, magic and hope. Considering this past 
year, we imagine many readers could use a 
generous serving of that next to a plate of 
Christmas cookies. So, here is the full text of 
that historic letter: 


Dear Editor, 


I am 8 years old. 

Some of my little friends say there is no 
Santa Claus. 

Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun, it’s so.” 

Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus? 


Virginia O’ Hanlon 





MANDI Ys 
TECTINGS 3 


Happy Holidays 
from the Times 


a 


This year, when the holidays 
will look different for so many 
folks compared with, say, any oth- 
er holiday season in the last sev- 
eral decades, it seems especially 
important to spread holiday cheer 
whenever possible. Whether you 
celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, the solstice or any other 
winter holiday, we wish you and 
your loved ones all the best this 
season. 

As the year winds down with 
our annual Year in Review edi- 
tion of the Times and we reflect 
on all that’s happened in 2020, 
we re looking forward to 2021 and 
brighter days ahead. 

Wishing everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season! 





‘NO SIGNAL ° 
IN THE 
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Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 

They have been affected by the skepticism 
of a skeptical age. They do not believe except 
they see. They think that nothing can be which 
is not comprehensible by their little minds. All 
minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or chil- 
dren’s, are little. In this great universe of ours 
man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, 
as compared with the boundless world about 
him, as measured by the intelligence capable 
of grasping the whole truth and knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists as certainly as love and generosity and 
devotion exist, and you know that they abound 
and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. 
Alas! How dreary would be the world if there 
were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as 
if there were no Virginias. There would be no 
childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to 
make tolerable this existence. We should have 
no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The 
eternal light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as 
well not believe in fairies! You might get your 
papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys 


ALL 1M 
GETTING 
ISSNOW!, 
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There x a Sevita Claus! 


on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but 
even if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? Nobody sees 
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no 
Santa Claus. The most real things 1n the world 
are those that neither children nor men can see. 
Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are 
not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all 
the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in 
the world. 

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what 
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil cov- 
ering the unseen world which not the strongest 
man, nor even the united strength of all the 
strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart. 
Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance can 
push aside that curtain and view and picture the 
supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? 
Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing 
else real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives and 
he lives forever. A thousand years from now, 
Virginia, nay 10 times 10 thousand years from 
now, he will continue to make glad the heart of 
childhood. 





Americans advised to stay home this holiday season 


By Marcel Gemme 


celebrations. Right now, 


Those 


that 


aren’t throughout New Year’s Eve. 


As the numbers start to come in 
after Thanksgiving, things are not 
looking good. The United States 
has averaged nearly 200,000 new 
confirmed COVID-19 cases a day 
over the last week. But according 
to Dr. Anthony Fauci, this isn’t 
even the beginning of the full im- 
pact we’re expected to see from 
the celebration of the most recent 
holiday. 

The real numbers are expect- 
ed to start pouring in soon, and 
December is shaping up to be the 
worst month so far for COVID-19 
deaths and hospitalizations. The 
biggest victims? America’s vul- 
nerable senior population. 

Health experts have long 
warned that the holiday season 
would bring a spike in coronavi- 
rus cases as people increasingly 
gather indoors. The CDC preemp- 
tively issued an online guide to 
safely celebrating the Holidays, 
with pages specific to upcoming 


their “Winter Holidays” 
page appears to cover 
both Christmas and New 
Year’s Celebrations. 

The first thing that’s 
being suggested is to 
stay home. Travel in- 
creases risk, so it is be- 
ing advised against. And 
since it’s looking like 
Americans collectively 
blew off suggested precautions 
over Thanksgiving, health experts 
are doubling down. 

The Mayo Clinic has posted 
it’s own COVID-19 holiday guide 
online, taking what appears to be a 
slightly less aggressive approach. 
Their main suggestions are geared 
towards how to best safely cele- 
brate should you choose to do so, 
and things to consider when mak- 
ing this decision. 

Since this issue 1s so sensitive 
and vital, major businesses have 
either elected or asked to help 
curb the virus’s spread. 





Marcel Gemme 


promoting and engag- 
ing in safe practices 
are finding themselves 
in hot water rapidly. 
Lives are at stake. For 
example, Airbnb = re- 
cently announced its 
New Year’s Eve Plan to 
Protect Public Health. 
Their first step will be 
to restrict specific book- 
ing requests that they view to be 
“suspicious” or indicate someone 
planning a party. These will most- 
ly be last-minute, one or two night 
stays booked over New Year’s Eve 
by guests that don’t have an estab- 
lished, positive review history on 
their platform. 

Next, the guests must attest 
that they will not throw an un- 
authorized party, or they may be 
pursued legally by Airbnb. Fi- 
nally, the company will be oper- 
ating a virtual command center 
to get ahead of any issues, along 
with trained safety agents on call 


In case you haven’t gotten 
the message yet, this virus is not 
a joke. Things are getting worse, 
and people are not following 
what’s needed to curb the spread. 
It’s understandable that in this at- 
mosphere, governmental instruc- 
tions aren’t heeded. But when 
health experts and private compa- 
nies need to hold us accountable, 
and we still don’t listen, we’re in 
trouble. 

Thankfully, many preparations 
are underway to avoid a complete 
catastrophe. The New York City 
ball drop celebration has been all 
but canceled. There will still be a 
ball drop, but it will be broadcast 
virtually with no public atten- 
dance allowed. Compared to the 
previous year, the celebration will 
be desolate. Police will block off 
Time Square on New Year’s Eve. 
But while canceling major events 
like this is an excellent first step 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 


Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Zachary Thomas Dufault Max Richard Nichols 
May 29, 2020 May 3, 2020 June 25, 2020 
Parents: Jeffrey and Kristina Dufault, Ashland Parents: Dana Shults & Brett Nichols, Wilbraham Parents: Nick and Wendy Rau, Wilbraham 
Grandparents: Thomas and Diane Dufault of Wilbraham Grandparents: Rick Shults, Wilbraham and Cindy Shults,Hampden Grandparents: Cindy and Dave Rau, Wilbraham 
Don and Tobi Levis of Andover Clint and Christine Nichols, Chicopee Kim and Bill Bechert , Unionville, CT 
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Anderson Wayne Merrill Brandt Gregory D’Agostino Cameron Stegal 
October 14, 2020 August 16, 2020 August 10, 2020 
Parents: Derrick Merrill and Brinana Hersom, Hampden Parents: Gregory D'Agostino and Rebecca Charlton, Hampden Parents: Caitlin and Jeremy Stegall, Macon, NC 
Grandparents: Rick and Caroline Hersom, Agawam Grandparents: Joseph Jr. and Marilyn D'Agostino, Hampden Grandparents: Cindy and Mark Willcutt, Hampden 
Linda Chabot, Hampden, Clifford Merrill, Enfield, CT Thomas and Linda Charlton, Concord Michele Stegall, Warrenton, NC 
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Harrison Avery Dentzau 
Wilbraham April 2, 2020 


Parents: Nathan and Samantha Dentzau, Scituate 


d Grandparents: Larry and Kathleen Hebert, South Hadley 
Hamp en Mark and Susan Dentzau, Hampden 
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meadow, East Longmeadow and 
Monson, or partnering with the 
town of Wilbraham. 

“Hampden today remains a 
single dispatch center with one 
of the lowest call volumes in the 
state,’ Davenport said during the 
Board’s April 13 meeting. 

He said, providing back- 
ground to the issue, there are 29 
regional centers statewide rang- 
ing in size between two and 25 
communities. Hampden, which 
operates a single dispatch site for 
police, fire and emergency med- 
ical calls, has the second lowest 
call volume in the state. 


Councils on Aging 
support seniors 


HAMPDEN - In this time of 
unprecedented isolation, many 
local senior centers have been 
closed to the public, but Hamp- 
den Council on Aging Executive 
Director Becky Moriarty ad- 
vised seniors to reach out to fam- 
ily members, acquaintances and 
COA staff members. She said 
for those feeling lonely, a friend 
is only a dial or a message away. 

“T think it’s important for peo- 
ple to reach out to their family 
and friends via phone or email or 
in whatever way they safely can. 
We know that people are isolat- 
ed, which is good for health and 
safety, but we don’t want them to 
have an extra layer of loneliness 
SO we encourage phone calls or 
FaceTime or email,’ said Mori- 
arty, before offering up another 
idea. 

“We also encourage [seniors | 
to write a letter,’ she said. “Let- 
ter writing has gone by the way- 
side, but if you can drop a letter 
in the mail just to still maintain 
some contact because the loneli- 
ness certainly can creep in, and 
that is definitely a concern we 
would have for people who are 
alone. Please stay in touch.” 


Teachers, staff support 
graduating MHS seniors 


WILBRAHAM -— In Hamp- 
den and Wilbraham, a great deal 
of the scheduled and anticipated 
activities for Minnechaug Re- 
gional High School seniors in- 
cluding prom, High Meadows, 
senior breakfast, graduation and 
the Ultimate Party were canceled 
this year. 

But on May 28, teachers, 
staff and administrators through- 
out the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District gath- 
ered at the Minnechaug campus 
to give the Class of 2020 more 
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Vehicles like that of teacher Sherri Dungan showed their support 
and excitement for their former students as they move on from the 
Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School District. File photo. 





Diana Malek was the first one in inert for early voting tthe town 
offices in Wilbraham on Oct. 17. File photo. 


than a congratulatory message. 
They gathered to celebrate their 
successes with special gifts and 
a procession of teachers lined 
through the school’s parking lot, 
cheering on the class one-by-one 
as they returned books and re- 
ceived their caps and gowns. 

“The idea came from Ang- 
ie Rice, a math teacher here at 
Minnechaug,” Principal Stephen 
Hale said. “She said, ‘wouldn’t it 
be cool if all the teachers came 
out and cheered them on?” 

Typically, celebrations of 
the senior class involve the high 
school and district office. With 
the idea in place, Hale and the 
district coordinated the send- 
off and made sure to follow all 
public safety protocols includ- 
ing wearing face coverings and 
maintaining physical distancing. 

“It’s good to see school 
pride,” Hale said. 


Black Lives Matter: Demon- 
strators seek to inspire change 


On June 19, a Black Lives 
Matter stand-out, organized by 
2014 Minnechaug — graduates 


In lieu of hosting our annual 
Candlelight Memorial Service 
and to honor the memories of those we have lost, 
Nowak Funeral e Cremation Services 
will make contributions to several local charities. 


The decision to cancel the event was difficult, however our commitment to 
our community and the families Wwe serve remains constant. 


May the spirit of the Holiday Season bring peace and comfort to all. 


HA 


Noewih 


Funeral & Cremation Services 


www.NowakFuneral.com 


15 Ludlow Avenue ¢ Springfield, MA 


(413)543-1892 


Casey Lu Simon-Plumb, Drew 
Weisse and Alyssa Toomey, 
and 2013 graduate Kayla Perry, 
brought roughly 100 fellow ac- 
tivists to Hampden, hopeful they 
could inspire change. 

The peaceful demonstration 
was attended by several officials, 
including Hampden Selectmen, 
Chairman Donald Davenport 
and John D. Flynn, who listened 
and observed some of the events, 
as well as current and former ed- 
ucators. 

“Tt’s the only thing that gives 
me hope about this town,” S1- 
mon-Plumb, a former Hampden 
resident, told the Times prior to 
the peaceful demonstration. “Be- 
cause it’s a small town, a lot of 
change can happen.” 

Toomey said it was import- 
ant for her to bring the move- 
ment and conversation back to 
her community because “I care 
about it here.” 

The group had organized a 
similar demonstration two days 
prior on Wednesday, June 17, 
in front of Wilbraham United 
Church. That event brought an 
estimated 300 people. 

“We got a lot of comments 
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jeaapden ea Georgia Webster went viral this summer after posting 
her song “Tell Your Mom” on TikTok. Webster has since recorded 
and released the single, which made it onto the Billboard Top 100 


country charts. File photo. 
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Julie Dougal, food services director for the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District, stands next to a meal cart in front of 
Minnechaug Regional High School. The district is serving breakfasts 
and lunches to families every Monday and Wednesday. 


that people learned something,” 
she said, noting the hope was the 
same for the Hampden event. 


Hampden’s Georgia 
Webster releases single 
‘Tell Your Mom’ 


The song also made it onto 
the Billboard Top 100 country 
charts 

HAMPDEN — Minnechaug 
High School senior Georgia 
Webster is a self-taught guitar 
player who’s been writing songs 
since fourth grade. Since her 
freshman year, she’s performed 
in local venues from Hampden 
House to Treehouse Brewery 
and Rice Dairy Farm. 

This summer, she uploaded 
one of her newest songs, “Tell 
Your Mom,” to the app TikTok, 
which became a nearly overnight 
success. The clip got two million 
views in just a few days and 
caught the attention of record 
labels and producers. In August, 
she flew down to Nashville to 
record the song, which was offi- 


cially released on streaming plat- 
forms in October. 

“It’s been a really exciting 
couple of days,’ Webster said af- 
ter the song was released. “The 
amount of people that have been 
reposting it and reaching out to 
me saying how much they love 
it — it’s been really cool to hear 
people’s feedback. 

“It’s been awesome to ac- 
tually have people listen to my 
songs, I’ve been wanting that for 
so long,” she said. 


Town clerks: early voting 
‘hectic’ this year 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN 
— Both towns have had more 
early voter participation this 
year than with any other presi- 
dential election, according to the 
Wilbraham and Hampden town 
clerks. 

Hampden Town Clerk Eva 
Wiseman said she’d describe 
this voting season as “hectic” 
between the extra legwork re- 
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NEW YEARS DINNERS TO GO 


Turkey Breast 
Herb Stuffing 
Mashed Potatoes/Gravy 
Fresh Vegetable 
Cranberry Sauce 
Salad/Bread and Butter 
Home Made Pie 


ADD ON 


Eggplant Lasagna - Small $70 « Large $130 


4-6 people 


$89 


Meat Lasagna - Small $75 Large $135 


Chicken Francaise - Small $70 + Large $130 


a 
MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


Whole Roasted Filet 


Cabernet Demi-Glace 


Mashed Potatoes 
Fresh Vegetables 


Salad/Bread and Butter 


Home Made Pie 
$129 


Call 413-893-9078 
me) am F1,¢-melel 
& New Year’s 


Reservations! 
Haddock Francaise - Small $85 * Large $170 [IN VAWA/-¥: | aoe aA ee oe, 


“Exactly what a Main Street Tavern should be” 
218 Main Street, Monson 


www.218mainstreettavern.com 





413-893-9078 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 
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Photo by David Miles. 


Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library has been holding a 
‘holiday photo share’ asking 

for submitted holiday-themed 
photos, which are also posted on 
the WFOL’s Facebook page. 

Photo submitted by Sandra Pericolosi. 
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Cameron L'Italien with a statue 
of Santa Claus at Rice Fruit Farm. 
Photo by David Miles. 
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The St Cecilia Parish Community joined forces with Wilbraham Knights Counc 
Greater Springfield area during Thanksgiving, 2020. Submitted photo. 











Wilbraham Family Dentistry 
Stephen H. Root, DDS, MAGD 


from 
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i1 10195 to work together to alleviate COVID food insecurity in the 


Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7-5 @ Fri. 8-5 


/ 85 Post Office Park 

Uy: Suite 8503 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 

,CTLC 413-596-3881 


_f www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com 
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DYoaiatom i miabel 
turned 70 this week. 


Best wishes from your family and friends! 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to elinscott@turley.com 


Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library has been holding 
a ‘holiday photo share’ 
asking for submitted 
holiday-themed photos, 
which are also posted on 
the WFOL’s Facebook page. 
Submitted by Cheryl Malandrinos. 


Wilbraham Friends of the Library has been 
holding a ‘holiday photo share’ asking for 
submitted holiday-themed photos, which 

are also posted on the WFOL’s Facebook 
page. Waiting for Santa, 
submitted by Marge Trimble 








¢ Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges 
e Digital X-Rays & Photographs 

e Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine 

¢ Implant Restorations 

e CareCredit - A convenient monthly payment plan 


¢ Most insurance plans accepted 
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quired to distribute, collect, and 
count early and absentee ballots, 
and learning new laws this year 
governing changes to elections 
during the pandemic. 

“People don’t realize how 
much backroom work there is,” 
Wiseman said. “Not only get- 
ting (each ballot) in the mail but 
tracking it, registering it — they 
have no idea how much work is 
involved in even just one absen- 
tee or early voter’s ballot.” 

By Monday, Wiseman’s of- 
fice had already counted about 
2,000 ballots through either ear- 
ly in-person voting or via mail-in 
ballots. She guessed there might 
be about 1,000 people who 
would opt for in-person voting 
on Nov. 3. 

Compare that with the re- 
verse ratio in 2016, which saw 
nearly 1,000 early and absentee 
voters and about 2,000 who vot- 
ed on Election Day. 

“The whole atmosphere is 
different this year,’ Wiseman 
said. “It’s been promoting a 
‘Stay away from Town Hall, vote 
by mail’ kind of attitude. ’'m 
sure we’ll still have quite a turn- 
out on Election Day, but because 
we ve been promoting voting by 
mail to avoid the interaction, it’s 
been popular.” 

In Wilbraham, Town Clerk 
Carole Tardif said as of Monday, 
about 52% of the town’s regis- 
tered voters already cast either 
absentee or early ballots, which 
she said was “definitely a higher 
turnout” than early and absentee 
voting in 2016. 

Tardif said her office re- 
ceived about 3,400 mail-in bal- 
lots, while 2,529 people voted 





Association. Courtesy photo. 


in-person during the two weeks 
of early voting in October. She 
expected to see a strong turnout 
on Election Day, too. 

In 2016, Wilbraham saw 81% 
voter turnout. Tardif anticipates 
that might be closer to 90% this 
year. 

“T think a lot of people have 
their agenda and their thoughts 
and their views and want to re- 
ally go out and vote and try to 
get whoever they want in place,” 
Tardif said. 


Wilbraham goes blue for Biden; 
Hampden supports Trump 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM 
— Wilbraham residents voted 
in favor of President-elect Joe 
Biden last Tuesday while voters 
in Hampden supported President 
Donald Trump, according to 
unofficial results from the town 
clerks. 

In Wilbraham, 9,341 voters 


Hampden’s Police Chief, Jeff Farnsworth, has been recognized as 
the 2020 Chief of the Year by the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police 


rT MENT OF THE NAVY 


te ee 


cast ballots for president, with 
4,920 in favor of Biden and 
4,247 in favor of Trump, accord- 
ing to unofficial results from 
Town Clerk Carole J. Tardif. 

In Hampden, 1,532 voters 
supported Biden and 1,709 sup- 
ported Trump, according to un- 
official results from Town Clerk 
Eva Wiseman. 

For U.S. Senator in Con- 
gress, Wilbraham voted in sup- 
port of incumbent Democrat 
Edward J. Markey with 4,778 
votes to Republican challeng- 
er Kevin J. O’Connor’s 4,259 
votes. In Hampden, voters opted 
for O’Connor with 1,710 votes 
to Markey’s 1,530. 

Across the state, Markey 
received enough votes to win 
re-election to the Senate seat. 
U.S. Rep. Richard E. Neal ran 
unopposed for his seat in con- 
gress. 

Hampden saw 89.97% voter 
turnout overall. In Wilbraham, 
there was an 83.5% turnout, ac- 
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cording to the town clerks. 


Luke Jenne honored as 
Wilbraham Veteran of the Year 


WILBRAHAM - In Novem- 
ber, Luke Jenne thought he was 
meeting Wilbraham Veterans’ 
Services Officer Jered Sasen at 
Crane Park to help with flagging 
around the plaques and memori- 
al stones. 

Instead, Sasen told Jenne 
he was being named 2020 Wil- 
braham Veteran of the Year as 
Jenne’s wife, kids and parents 
arrived for the surprise “Passing 
of the Sash’ ceremony, which 
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er, Jered Sasen, prepares meals 
for delivery to local seniors and veterans. File photo. 


was kept small to abide by 
COVID-19 guidelines. 

“You guys got me good,’ 
Jenne said as his family arrived 
to watch him receive the award. 

During the formal presen- 
tation, which was also attended 
by 2019 Veteran of the Year and 
former Wilbraham Veterans’ 
Services Officer Richard Proch- 
now, Sasen said Jenne and his 
wife went “above and beyond” 
this year. 

Sasen pointed to the effort 
Jenne and wife Bethany made 
over Memorial Day weekend, 


Please see 2020, page 13 
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May all the pleasures that inspire joy be with you at home or in spirit at Christmastime and all year. 
Thanks for rooting for local businesses like us in 2020 and showing us so much support. 
We look forward to better times ahead as we work to serve you safely in 2021 and beyond! 
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GEMME from page 6 


towards getting things under control, 
more needs to be done. 

We can keep trying to police every- 
one and get them to do the right thing, 
but it’s not a very successful approach. In 
Oregon, Governor Kate Brown issued a 
“freeze” order before Thanksgiving, lim- 
iting bars and restaurants to takeout-on- 
ly. In response, The Oregon Restaurant 
& Lodging Association and the Restau- 
rant Law Center filed a lawsuit claiming 
the executive order was discriminatory. 


Conflicts like these have frequently 
been politically fueled, leading to a lack 
of understanding. But for understanding 
to happen, there must first be a willing- 
ness. And while many believe they al- 
ready know everything there is to know 


Leer 


about COVID-19, perhaps the only thing 
not grasped is its reality. 

It doesn’t have to happen to you for 
it to be real. It’s not a conspiracy. Hospi- 
tals across the nation are filled with dy- 
ing COVID-19 patients. Many of them 
are seniors who are family members and 
loved ones of people that weren’t cau- 
tious. Let’s start the New Year off right 
by not spreading disease. 

Marcel Gemme has dedicated his life 
to helping others find help. He focuses 
his attention on helping individuals find 
long-term Senior Care through his jour- 
nalism, community outreach, and his 
website, ECDOL.org. Excellent Care, 
Decency, and Optimal Living are what 
he aims to bring to individuals looking 
for care options for themselves or their 
aging loved ones. 


min sik ia 





Baystate Wing Hospital| in Palmer. File Stilo: 


2020 from page 12 


when they helped organize a group 
of 200 people to mark 8,000 graves in 
Springfield with flags. Springfield was 
one of the only local communities that 
wasn’t going to flag graves for Memorial 
Day this year due to the pandemic, which 
didn’t sit right with the Jennes, they said 
in an interview after the ceremony. 

“It’s an amazing award,’ Bethany 
Jenne said. “The veterans are like a little 
family, they’re always there for one an- 
other... and I’m proud of his service, and 
to be a Marine wife.” 


Hampden Police Chief 
named ‘Chief of the Year’ 


HAMPDEN - It’s been an interest- 
ing year for Hampden Chief of Police, 
Jeff Farnsworth, from dealing with the 
pandemic to acting as a voice for law en- 
forcement during the protests and calls 
for police reform legislation. 


who’s also served as the president of the 
Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Associa- 
tion this year, has been recognized as the 
2020 Chief of the Year by his colleagues, 
the association announced in a press re- 
lease. 

“It was a very nice surprise,’ Farn- 
sworth said in early December. “It’s very 
nice to be recognized by your peers like 
that. It’s very humbling for sure.” 

The annual selection is made based 
on all-around contributions to the pro- 
fession, according to the Massachusetts 
Chiefs of Police Association. 

In a statement, the association wrote 
that Farnsworth has “guided us through 
this tumultuous year, while also leading 
his own police agency. He forged essen- 
tial relationships to ensure that the voices 
of our police chiefs were heard, whether 
the topic was COVID-19, police reform 
legislation or civil unrest. Our members 
owe deep gratitude to Chief Farnsworth 
for his steady and dedicated leadership 
during 2020.” 


Because of his efforts, Farnsworth, 

fe 7 x 
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STCC’s new majors ease transfer to 
4-year colleges or universities 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Technical 
Community College unveiled new program 
options under general studies to prepare stu- 
dents to transfer to four-year colleges and 
universities and focus on liberal arts majors. 

The majors offered this spring are called 
English Communication and Professional 
Writing Transfer and Social Sciences Trans- 
fer. 

“What the majors do is increase students’ 
transfer option flexibility as students can se- 
lect from the options and not lose any cred- 
its should they switch majors after the first 
term,” said Geraldine de Berly, vice presi- 
dent of Academic Affairs at STCC. “Since so 
many of our students are exploring majors in 
the first term, this allows them that explora- 
tion without it “costing credits’. We are excit- 
ed about offering more intentional pathways 
for our students.” 

English Communication and Profession- 
al Writing Transfer gives students tools to 
develop and hone critical thinking and com- 
munication skills necessary for success in a 
variety of fields. Coursework in literature, 
communication, film and digital media, and 
academic and professional writing gives stu- 
dents a broad foundation for crafting written 
texts capable of reaching audiences of all 
types, said Richard Greco, dean of the School 
of Liberal Arts and Professional Studies. 

The major allows students to complete 
MassTransfer A2B (associate to bachelor’s 
degree) Pathways in English and Communi- 
cations. 

Students who complete a MassTransfer 
A2B program at STCC can transfer to a state 
university or state college and see significant 
cost savings. MassTransfer A2B Students 
who complete 60 credits at STCC before 
transferring can save an average of 28% on 
their bachelor’s degree. 

“This degree is aimed at students who 
want to write some way professionally in 
their workplace. They might be interested 









Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 


Sales & Service 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 
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Auto Repair 







in journalism or blog posts or writing copy 
for marketing and public relations, to name a 
few possible career paths,” Greco said. “This 
is also good for a student who wants to pur- 
sue a four-year degree in English, journalism 
or communications. Education is another 
good option.” 

The second new major at STCC is called 
Social Sciences Transfer, a program for stu- 
dents who want to study human behavior and 
how individuals react with each other. At the 
same time, the major gives students the flex- 
ibility to determine which fields are of great- 
est interest to them. 

“This is a great major for someone who 
is thinking about transferring and knows that 
they want to do something in the social sci- 
ence area,’ Greco said. 

Social Sciences Transfer allows students 
to complete Mass Transfer A2B Pathways in 
History and Sociology. Themes throughout 
this program include the balance of power 
in relationships, race, culture, and ethnicity, 
economic control of resources, and role of 
the government and citizenry. 

“We are excited to offer these two new 
majors this spring,” Greco said. “These are 
our newest transfer options. We have several 
other transfer options for students that also 
meet the MassTransfer A2B requirements. 
We would be happy to speak to anyone with 
questions.” 

Visit STCC’s YouTube channel to watch 
a video with more details about the new ma- 
jors: youtube.com/springfieldtechcc. 

Prospective students can visit stcc.edu 
and use the “ChatNow!” feature to ask ques- 
tions online. They also can call admissions at 
(413) 755-3333 or send an email to admis- 
sions @stcc.edu. 

The spring semester at STCC begins 
Monday, Jan. 25. Due to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, STCC this spring will offer online 
classes with a mix of on-campus labs for 
health and technical programs. 
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Hampden Senior Center upcoming events 


HAMPDEN — The Hampden 
Senior Center will be hosting 
several upcoming events in De- 
cember and January: 


Free Easy Fun Craft Kits 
— Chase away the winter shut in 
blues with crafts to go! There is 
a January Snowman, February 
Valentine Wreath, and March St. 
Paddy’s Bottle Topper! Direc- 
tions and materials all included. 
Deadline to reserve your craft kit 
is Dec. 18 and kits will be ready 
for pick up at the Hampden Sr. 
Center, Jan. 13 — 15. Call 566- 
5588 to sign up! 


Grab ‘n Go Lunch Pro- 
gram — Sponsored by Greater 
Springfield Senior Services — 
This lunch time meal is available 
Tuesday through Friday for peo- 


ple over the age of 60 from any 
town, as this is a Title IIIB, Older 
Americans Act funded program. 
Tuesday and Thursday is a hot 
meal and Wednesday and Friday 
is a cold sandwich or salad. Res- 
ervations must be made by call- 
ing 566-5588 anytime. Please 
leave a message with your name, 
telephone number and the day(s) 
you would like to pick up lunch. 
If we need additional informa- 
tion, we will call you back. The 
reservation deadline is 2 p.m. on 
Friday the week before you want 
lunch. Meals must be picked up 
at the Hampden Senior Center 
at 104 Allen St. between 11:30 
a.m. and noon. A drive through 
process is set up and please wear 
a mask. A suggested voluntary 
donation of $2 per meal will be 
accepted at the time of pick up. 


Your name must be on the list in 
order to pick up a meal. 


Memory Café to meet via 
Zoom — Friday, Dec. 4 and 18, 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 am. A 
Memory Cafe is a safe and com- 
fortable space where caregivers 
and their loved ones living with 
Dementia or Alzheimer’s can 
socialize, listen to music, play 
games, and enjoy other activi- 
ties. You don’t need a computer 
to participate, you can call in 
and connect with everyone just 
by using your phone. Please call 
Wendy at 566-5588 or email her 
at outreach@hampdenma.gov 
to sign up and receive the Zoom 
or call-in information. This pro- 
gram is open for everyone who 
has been a part of the Memory 
Café or those who are interested 


in checking it out. 


Phone Pal Program — Sign 
up to be a phone pal with a 
Springfield College Occupa- 
tional Therapy Student. Possible 
Conversation Topics: ¢ Share life 
stories and adventures ¢ Get ad- 
vice on using cell phone, tablet, 
and computer skills e Share each 
other’s topics of interest * Talk 
about anything that is meaning- 
ful and purposeful to you! Com- 
munication Options Available 
via: Phone Call, FaceTime or 
Zoom visits. If interested, please 
call Wendy at 566-5588 for more 
information. 


Social Services — The Hamp- 
den Senior Center is a Social 
Service Agency for Hampden 
residents who need assistance 


Baystate Health receives first shipment of Pfizer vaccine 


SPRINGFIELD —- The first 
COVID vaccine to receive Emer- 
gency Use Authorization (EUA) 
by the FDA is currently being 
shipped to health systems and 
hospitals around the country. 

Baystate Health this week in 
its initial shipment of the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine received a 
very limited number of vaccine 
doses — 1,950 — which were 1m- 
mediately placed in ultra-cold 
storage until vaccinations began 
on Wednesday. 

The vaccine will be distrib- 
uted to select categories of our 
clinically facing team members 
based on their relative risk of 


exposure to COVID-19 in the 
workplace. System employees 
first offered the vaccine — will 
be those at highest relative risk 
based on: 

The community prevalence 

Local transmission rates 

Type of work unit 

Patient volumes in distinct 
locations. 

Baystate Health expects to 
receive more doses of the Pfizer 
vaccine and potentially others 
(the Moderna vaccine is expect- 
ed to receive Emergency Autho- 
rization Use later this week) over 
the next several weeks and plans 
to expand vaccination to addition 


groups of health care workers at 
that time. 

According to Massachusetts 
state guidelines and for much of 
the country, the coronavirus vac- 
cine will not be available to the 
general public until April. 

As already noted above, 
those who will receive the vac- 
cine first as part of “Phase One” 
are front-line health care work- 
ers and long-term care staff and 
residents. They will be followed 
by police, firefighters, and emer- 
gency medical workers, home- 
based health workers, and other 
“non-COVID — facing” health 
workers, according to the state’s 


distribution plan. 

As for “Phase Two”’ priority 
groups, it will include residents 
with two or more chronic ill- 
nesses, essential workers such as 
teachers, transit employees and 
food, sanitation, public works, 
and public health workers, ac- 
cording to the state’s priority list. 

After that will come adults 
who are 65 and over and indi- 
viduals with one co-morbidity 
making them at higher risk for 
COVID-19. The vaccine will 
be available to the general pub- 
lic beginning in April as part of 
“Phase Three.” 


Q&A from Baystate Health: COVID-19 vaccine 


SPRINGFIELD — Now there 
is really something to celebrate 
this holiday season when it 
comes to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

The CDC -— after the FDA’s 
decision on Friday to grant emer- 
gency authorization for the coro- 
navirus vaccine — has formally 
signed off on a recommendation 
from the Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices for 
Pfizer’s vaccine to be used in 
people 16 and older. The CDC 
recommendation comes after 
the FDA’s decision on Friday to 
grant emergency authorization 
for the vaccine. 

However, most of the gener- 
al public will have to wait until 
April to be vaccinated as health- 
care workers and those at risk are 
to receive the shot first. 

“The COVID-19 vaccines 
hopefully can bring some nor- 
malcy back to our daily lives in 
the later part of next year, de- 
pending on how many will get 
vaccinated. We expect that at 
least in the short term, people 
will still need to continue to wear 
masks and follow social distanc- 
ing. While the vaccine is shown 
to be very effective in preventing 
symptomatic infection, it is not 
100% and is still unclear how 
much it can prevent asymptom- 
atic infection that allows disease 
transmission,” said Dr. Armando 
Paez, chief, Infectious Disease 
Division, Baystate Health. 

“With the current surge, the 


availability of vaccine will defi- 
nitely help those vulnerable pop- 
ulations at risk of severe infec- 
tion and death from COVID-19. 
There are still deaths occurring 
attributed to COVID-19 in Mas- 
sachusetts, up to 60 in one day 
recently, although the cumu- 
lative deaths are not as high as 
during the first surge,” he added. 

Still public support is split on 
the vaccine: 60% of people said 
they were likely to get the shot, 
a recent Pew poll found, while 
more than 20% were strongly 
opposed. 

It is still unknown exactly 
how many people need to be 
vaccinated against or infected 
with COVID-19 to achieve “herd 
immunity,’ noted Dr. Paez. 

“Experts estimate it will be in 
the range of 70-80%. We know 
that within 90 days following 
COVID-19 that reinfection is 
unlikely, however, reinfection 
has been reported after that. We 
do not know at this time for how 
long the vaccine will offer pro- 
tection from COVID-19. Based 
on available data, the Pfizer vac- 
cine is safe and very effective. 
Most side effects like injection 
site reaction, fatigue and head- 
ache resolve in 1-2 days. I believe 
one needs to look at the vaccine 
in the context of potential com- 
plications from COVID-19 ill- 
ness compared to the side effects 
of the vaccine, then will realize 
how this vaccine can prevent se- 
rious illness for you and those 


around you,” he said. 

The following Q&A will an- 
swer many of the questions peo- 
ple may have about the vaccine: 

Q: Who will be first to get the 
Pfizer vaccine in Massachusetts? 

A: Among those who will re- 
ceive the vaccine first as part of 
“Phase One” are front-line health 
care workers and long-term care 
staff and residents. They will be 
followed by police, firefighters, 
and emergency medical work- 
ers, home-based health workers, 
and other “non-COVID facing” 
health workers, according to the 
state’s distribution plan. As for 
“Phase Two”’ priority groups, it 
will include residents with two or 
more chronic illnesses, essential 
workers such as teachers, transit 
employees and food, sanitation, 
public works, and public health 
workers, according to the state’s 
priority list. After that will come 
adults who are 65 and over and 
individuals with one co-morbid- 
ity making them at higher risk 
for COVID-19. The vaccine will 
be available to the general pub- 
lic beginning in April as part of 
“Phase Three.” 


Q: Where can Iget the vaccine? 

A: While details are still be- 
ing worked out, according to 
Massachusetts state officials, the 
vaccine will be administered to 
patients at hospitals, community 
health centers, and private med- 
ical offices. Pharmacies, includ- 
ing CVS, Walgreens, Walmart, 


and OSCO, will also have access 
to the vaccine and will be able to 
vaccinate their customers. And, 
officials say the vaccine “will 
likely also be made available 
to local health departments for 
vaccinating their local residents 
at public clinics.” Massachusetts 
residents can check the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion’s (CDC) interactive website, 
vaccinefinder.org, to see where a 
COVID-19 vaccine will be avail- 
able at a public health clinic. For 
more information, you can also 
contact your primary health care 
provider, local pharmacy, or lo- 
cal health department to see if, 
and when, they will have the 
vaccine available. 


Q: Do the COVID-19 vaccines 
have side effects? 

A: As with any medicine 
or vaccine, there will likely be 
some side effects with COVID 
vaccines. Based on data report- 
ed for the initial trials of both the 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines in 
adults, there do not appear to be 
serious adverse events or safety 
issues related to these vaccines. 
Both Pfizer’s and Moderna’s 
vaccines do seem to cause mild 
or moderate side effects for up 
to 50% of people within the first 
few hours and days of both the 
first and second doses of each. 
These side effects include fever, 
headache, muscle aches, fatigue, 
and soreness and/or redness at 


Please see BAYSTATE, page 17 


regardless of age. We can help 
with Fuel Assistance, Emergen- 
cy Fuel, Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), 
Brown Bag Service, insurance 
and more. We have a food pan- 
try on site with non-perishable 
items. If you need assistance or 
know someone who does, please 
call 413-566-5588. 


Foot Care — Dec. 16 and 17 
and Jan. 27 and 28: The Board of 
Health has given the green light 
for this important service to be 
provided at the Hampden Senior 
Center. Please call 566-5588 to 
schedule an appointment. Masks 
are required, and you must wait 
in your car until your scheduled 
appointment time, so we can san- 
itize in between appointments. 


Wilbraham 
Public Library 
to hold 
journaling, 
mindfulness 
workshop 


WILBRAHAM — On 
Wednesday, January 13 at 6 
p.m., Lara Tupper will offer 
a virtual workshop entitled, 
“Journaling for Wellness,’ for 
Wilbraham Public Library. 

A journaling practice can 
help us articulate thoughts 
and _ chal- 
lenges 
on the 
page. 
T his 
work- 
shop in- 
cludes a 
brief dis- 
cussion 
about the 
health 
benefits 
of journaling, 
short and sweet freewriting 
exercises and tips about how 
to sustain greater self-com- 
passion and_ self-awareness 
through writing. No previous 
writing experience necessary, 
just a willingness to play on 
the page. 

A graduate of the Program 
for Writers at Warren Wilson 
College (MFA Creative Writ- 
ing), Lara Tupper taught writ- 
ing at Rutgers University for 
many years and now presents 
online writing sessions. 

This is a virtual program; 
registration is necessary in 
order to participate. To regis- 
ter, please call the library at 
(413)-596-6141 or online at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org. 


Ane 


Visit us at 
wilbrahamhampden 





Lara Tupper 





times. turley.com 








December 24, 2020 





A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 





SP 


= sports@turley.com 





The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


@turleysports 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


Fe ris 


Girls soccer adjusted to the modified rules of soccer, which included no throw-ins and goalies could not 


punt over the half line. 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


REGION—The MIAA made 
several rule changes to the sport 
of soccer this past fall due to 
COVID-19. 

It took a couple of matches 
for the players, coaches, and ref- 
erees to get used to the new mod- 
ified rules. 

“It did take some time for 
the players to get used to the 
new rules. We’re hoping to go 
back to soccer without modifi- 
cations next year,” said Monson 
girls’ varsity soccer coach Eric 
Degnan. “The players deserve 
a lot of credit. You also have to 
give the referees a lot of credit 
as well. It wasn’t very easy for 
them either.” 

Granby girls varsity soccer 
coach Robert Weaver was happy 
his players had the opportunity 
to play some matches this fall. 

“The girls were very happy 
just to be getting together, prac- 
ticing and playing soccer while 
following the modifications,” 
Weaver said. “At Granby, we had 
great backing from the school’s 
administration, school commit- 





Boys soccer had to do without head balls, a big part of the attack 
game. 


tee, and health department.” 

One of the rule changes was 
the elimination of throw-ins. 
When the ball crossed the touch- 
line, the restart was a kick-in, 
which was the same as an indi- 
rect kick. The ball was placed on 
the spot on the touchline where 
the ball went out of bounds or 
behind it. 

Ludlow boys’ varsity soccer 
coach Greg Kolodziey really 
didn’t mind the elimination of 
throw-ins. 

“We have benefitted over the 
years from having a player who 


could throw it far,’ Kolodziey 
said. “You could create more 
scoring chances on more restarts 
with the kick-in.” 

There were also no head balls 
allowed. 

“T think the rule change that 
affected the game the most was 
elimination of head balls. I’ve 
never seen so many well-exe- 
cuted shoulder balls in my life,’ 
Kolodziey added. “But there 
were a lot of good scoring chanc- 
es missed by all the teams due to 


Please see SOCCER, page 16 
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MINNECHAUG REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 





Submitted photos 


Emily Howard signs to play soccer at the University of Hartford. 


MINNECHAUG REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 





Chelsea Foulis signs to play volleyball at Shippensburg University. 


Athletes sign 


WILBRAHAM -— _ Last 
month, a signing ceremony 
was held for Minnechaug ath- 
letes headed to play college 
sports. Two of those athletes 
signing were Emily Howard 
and Chelsea Foulis. Foulis 
was part of an outstanding 


girls volleyball program that 
has won a pair of Western 
Mass. titles in the past three 
years. Howard was also part of 
an outstanding program, girls 
soccer, which has reached the 
Western Mass. finals the past 
two years. 


Several unknowns for winter sports season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION -— In Western Mas- 
sachusetts, winter sports are 
scheduled to begin in early 
January, but that is pending the 
creation of a new schedule and 
the Pioneer Valley Interscholas- 
tic Athletic Conference forming 
geographic “bubble” leagues for 
basketball and hockey, as well as 
swimming. 

In November, the PVIAC 
agreed to go ahead with winter 
sports, but made a number of 
rulings: 

e Compete in a bubble that 
will limit contact with fewer ath- 


letes (schools). 

e Start date for winter sports 
January 4, 2021 through Febru- 
ary 20, 2021 

e The scheduled amount of 
games will be: Team sports (Bas- 
ketball, Swimming, Ice Hockey) 
10-12 Skiing 5-6 contest 

¢ No independent varsity 


contests, only those given by 
schedulers. 

e Spectators for Indoor 
Games TBD. 


e Out of season coaching: 
There will be no out of season 
coaching during the Winter Sea- 
son 

e Strongly recommend no 
captains practices. 


With the recent rollout of a 
vaccine as well as a second one 
now in the pipeline that could ac- 
celerate the vaccination process, 
it is unclear if decisions made 
about fans will be revisited at 
some point. 

Another decision that must 
be made is what schools will be 
participating in the winter sea- 
son. 

Changes that have already 
been made for the season in- 
clude the addition of Southwick 
to the winter ranks. Southwick’s 
school committee did not al- 
low the school to participate in 
the fall season, but has agreed 
to support the winter season. 


Southwick has boys and girls 
basketball as well as ice hockey. 

Belchertown, while it will 
allow swimming and_basket- 
ball, hockey is not being allowed 
due to the fact the UMass prac- 
tice rink, their home ice, is not 
available. Belchertown’s school 
committee confirmed other op- 
tions for Belchertown would be 
in communities that currently 
in the red status for being la- 
beled “high-risk” for COVID-19 
spread. Belchertown is one of 
the towns not allowed to play 
other schools that have the red 
designation. 

Holyoke High School, which 
ceased its fall season on Oct. 21, 


is set to participate in the win- 
ter season with basketball and 
swimming, but can only do so if 
it gets out of the red by Dec. 24 
and remains out of the red until 
the season starts in January. It is 
possible the school will start late. 

Other changes and decisions 
are still pending, though many 
schools have already opted to 
participate. 

Pathfinder will participate in 
winter sports, but must find an- 
other venue due to the fact their 
gymnasium is currently being 
used as a cafeteria. 

While the PVIAC has not 


Please see WINTER, page 16 
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espite the pandemic conditions, the Springfield 
Thunderbirds still held its annual teddy bear drive. 


as TEDDY BEAR TOS 


Sat. Dec. 12, 2020 
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The Thunderbirds mascot tosses a teddy bear from a 
donor’s car. Submitted photos 
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T-Birds announce massive teddy bear donation 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation is pleased 
to announce a donation of over 1,000 
teddy bears and stuffed animals to 
local charitable partners, the culmi- 
nation of a successful Drive-Thru 
Teddy Bear Toss presented by Ted- 
dy Bear Pools & Spas, that was held 
on Saturday, Dec. 12 outside of the 
MassMutual Center in downtown 
Springfield. 

This morning, the Thunderbirds’ 
mascot Boomer, along with staff 
members, made deliveries of hun- 
dreds of stuffed animals to Square 
One, Center for Human Develop- 
ment (CHD), Boys and Girls Club 
of Springfield, and the Boys & Girls 
Club, Family Center in Springfield. 

“Our holiday celebrations are 
looking much different this year, but 
the Springfield Thunderbirds have 
proven that with a bit of creativity 
and careful planning, the children in 
our community can still experience 
the magic of the season,” says Kris- 
tine Allard, Vice President of Devel- 
opment & Communications, Square 
One. “We are so grateful to Nate 
Costa and the entire Thunderbirds 
community for keeping the tradition 
of the Teddy Bear Toss alive. Our 
children will be overjoyed!” 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the annual Teddy Bear Toss event was 
much different than previous years. 
Instead of tossing the bears onto the 
ice after the first T-Birds first goal 
during a home game in December, 


fans brought their new teddy bears 
or stuffed animals down and ‘tossed’ 
them out of their vehicles as part of 
the Drive-Thru Teddy Bear Toss at 
the MassMutual Center on the cor- 
ner of Main St. and Bruce Landon 
Way. Boomer, the Nicebox Icebox, 
and front office staff were present to 
collect donations and properly pack- 
age and sanitize them. Those that 
couldn’t make it that day also donat- 
ed at the Thunderbirds office, at Ted- 
dy Bear Pools & Spas in Chicopee, 
the Springfield Visitor Center, or at 
New Valley Bank’s new headquarters 
located in Monarch Place in down- 
town Springfield. 

“The T-Birds and their loyal fans 
have again stepped up to bring hol- 
iday joy to children and families re- 
ceiving services in CHD programs 
across western Massachusetts,” said 
Ben Craft, CHD’s Vice President of 
Community Engagement. “We deep- 
ly appreciate the Thunderbirds or- 
ganization’s partnership and strong 
commitment to our community, and 
we can’t wait to get back to the arena 
to cheer them on when it’s safe to do 
So.” 

The virtual and drive-thru version 
of the Teddy Bear Toss kicked off on 
#GivingTuesday, the annual global 
movement that encourages people 
to do good and support nonprofits, 
encouraging fans that couldn’t physi- 
cally attend the event to donate to the 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation and spon- 
sor a bear. Over 250 bears were spon- 


sored by local and national support- 
ers of the Teddy Bear Toss through 
donations to the Thunderbirds’ Foun- 
dation, including a significant num- 
ber donated by Balise Auto Group. 

“We are amazed and grateful 
at the outpouring of support for the 
Drive-Thru Teddy Bear Toss” said 
Thunderbirds President Nathan 
Costa. “Teddy Bear Toss is a staple 
event for the Thunderbirds, and our 
fans came out in full support. We 
can’t thank our fans, partners, and 
those that donated to our Foundation 
enough to be able to bring smiles to 
children at this time of year.’ 

The Thunderbirds extend a special 
thank you to all of their partners that 
stepped up and were able to make this 
event a reality, including: Teddy Bear 
Pools & Spas, Balise Auto Group, 
Western Mass News, the Springfield 
Business Improvement District & 
downtown Visitor’s Center, New Val- 
ley Bank & Trust and Dunkin’. The 
Thunderbirds also would like to 
thank their teddy bear delivery part- 
ner, BMW of West Springfield. 

The Thunderbirds Teddy Bear 
Toss was established in 2016, where- 
by the Thunderbirds’ first goal in the 
annual Teddy Bear Toss game re- 
sults in a celebration of bears being 
thrown onto the ice. Since starting 
the tradition four seasons ago, the 
Thunderbirds have contributed more 
than 10,000 bears to local Springfield 
charities. 





This week in recreation 


Erin Carroll, 
Assistant Director 


one game per weekend. This 
league will only be available 


We also plan on offering 


WILBRAHAM — Winter 
is upon us, and [ bet this year, 
many of us feel more pressure 
with what lies ahead for our kids 
and families — more than the 
pressure that the holiday season 
typically brings. WPRD’s goal 
this year has been to offer safe, 
fun and modified programs that 
allow kids/families to stay ac- 
tive and busy while providing 
a safe environment. This will 
continue to be our goal as we 
jump into 2021 as we want to 
continue to keep our commu- 
nity mentally and physically 
healthy by safely staying active 
and social. We think we may 
have a few solutions with a va- 
riety of exciting and affordable 
activities planned! 

We are thrilled and excited 
to offer a 2021 Winter Basket- 
ball League for the months of 
January, February and March. 
This In-town League will allow 
for weeknight practices and 





for Wilbraham and Hampden 
residents. Spectators will not be 
allowed, only players, coaches 
and staff. Practices will start 
the week of Jan. 11 and games 
starting the weekend of Jan. 16 
and 17. Registration will run 
Tuesday, Dec. 22 — Sunday, 
JENIN, 2c 

Our Stars of Tomorrow 
Dance Program (Ages 2-teen) 
will be starting in mid-Janu- 
ary and will run through early 
May. There will be 2 differ- 
ent sessions, Tuesdays or 
Thursdays. You may register 
for either session or for both. 
Registration will run Tuesday, 
Dec. 15 through Sunday, Jan. 3. 


Our winter ART-ventures 
programs (Gr.K&1 and Gr 
2&3) will start in mid-January 
and run through early March. 
Program will be held at Memo- 
rial School. Registration will 
run Tuesday, Dec. 22 through 
Sunday, Jan. 3. 


some virtual interactive pro- 
grams and will bring back 
the popular E-Sport Rocket 
League. Registration for these 
virtual at home programs will 
start in late December with pro- 
grams starting in the middle of 
January. 


We are very hopeful to what 
2021 has to offer! We wish ev- 
eryone a Happy Holiday and 
Happy New Year. 


Notes: Please visit Wilbra- 
haRec.com for more details on 
all our upcoming programs and 
to register. All our programs are 
severely restricted in size of en- 
rollment due to the COVID-19 
restrictions. There is no lee- 
way in the maximum number 
of participants. As always, 
registration is on a first-come- 
first-served basis, so if you see 
a program that you want to take 
part in, don’t delay registering 
OU 
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Pioneers to host 
Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW — Western United Pioneers FC is excit- 
ed to offer a soccer clinic in Pelham, MA for players in 
the Massachusetts North Region. The fall clinic provides 
off-season training and skill development by WUP FC 
coaches. There are two sessions available. sign up for one 
or both. It makes a great holiday gift for friends and fam- 
ily members. 

This program is offered to boys and girls born in 
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. The four-week pro- 
gram includes one practice per week for a total of $65 
per session ($130 for 2 sessions). Sessions will consist of 
a max of 15 players per field (COVID regulation for the 
players’ safety). 


SESSION 1: MONDAYS 1/11, 1/25, 2/1, & 2/8 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 2014: Session is at 5 
p.m. 
Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, and 2012: Session 
is at 6 p.m. 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 2/22, 3/1, 3/8, & 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 2014: Session is at 5 
p.m. 
Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, and 2012: Session 
is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at Pelham Elementary 
School at 45 Amherst Road, Pelham, MA 01002. 


SOCCER from page 15 


not being allowed to head the ball.” 

Players were not allowed to make intentional physi- 
cal contact with an opposing player. 

“We always stress the importance of not committing 
reckless and needless fouls,’ Kolodziey said. “If the 
health situation is under control, I do think all the modi- 
fied rules will be changed back next season.” 

Goalkeepers weren’t allowed to kick, punt dropkick, 
or throw the ball in the air beyond the midfield line. 

If the ball did travel in the air beyond the midfield 
line without touching a player, the resulting restart was 
an indirect kick for the opposing team from the spot it 
crossed midfield. 

“T strongly disliked the rule where the goalie could 
not punt, or goal kick the ball over half,” said Ware boys 
varsity soccer coach Jesse Trzpit “To me, it didn’t make 
a lot of sense to begin with, I didn’t see how it benefitted 
anyone’s safety and it also took a large advantage away 
from our team. Our starting goalie consistently kicks the 
ball over half which gives us an opportunity to move the 
ball up field more so than other ways. Our backup goalie 
also has the ability to do this.” 

All of the high school soccer matches were played in 
four ten-minute quarters instead of two twenty minutes 
halves. 

A couple of the other rule changes were corner kicks 
were indirect kicks, no timeouts will be allowed, and 
there were no rebounds allowed on penalty kicks. Coach- 
es, players and referees wore masks during the game. 

Everyone is hoping to have a normal high school soc- 
cer season in the fall of 2021. 


WINTER from page 15 


made an official ruling on whether fans will be allowed 
in arenas, the MIAA’s current guidance is to allow up 
to 40 percent of a gymnasium’s capacity. However, the 
number of game participants (players, coaches, officials, 
etc.) count toward that 40 percent. Some schools, like the 
fall, could bar fans altogether in an effort to lower the 
spread while the current surge is still on. 
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the site of injection in the arm. 
The CDC and the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health will 
be closely monitoring reports and 
the latest news can be found on 
their websites. The CDC and the 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) are encouraging the public 
to report side effects through the 
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting 
System. 


Q: How effective is the vaccine? 

A: So far, in trials that have 
involved tens of thousands of 
healthy adult volunteers, both the 
Pfizer and the Moderna vaccines 
show that they are 90-95% effec- 
tive in preventing COVID-19 in- 
fection. It is still too early to know 
how long the effectiveness will 
last. 


Q: Does the vaccine prevent 
transmission to others? 

A: The vaccine will provide 
a 94 to 95% chance that you will 
not get COVID 19. However, it 
does not prevent transmission 
to others if you are already car- 
rying the COVID-19 virus. You 
may be spreading the virus with- 
out knowing it if you do not have 
symptoms. Therefore, it will still 
be necessary to wear a mask and 
practice social distancing even af- 
ter getting the vaccine. 


Q: Can I get infected from the 
COVID-19 vaccine? 

A: No, it 1s not possible to get 
COVID-19 from vaccines. The 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines use 
RNA that encodes the spike pro- 
tein of the virus — not the “live” 
virus itself to stimulate immunity. 
None of the COVID-19 vaccines 
can cause COVID-19. 


Q: Do I need to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine every year 
like the flu vaccine? 

A: It is not known yet how of- 
ten a COVID-19 vaccine will have 
to be administered. 


Q: Will the COVID-19 vaccine 
be free? 

A: Currently, there is no cost 
to get the vaccine. 


Q: How will the vaccine be 
given? 

A: Currently the vaccine will 
be an injection, the same way flu 
shots are given. The Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines require 2 injec- 
tions. The Pfizer vaccine has been 
authorized for emergency use 
and this requires a second dose 
21 days from the first dose . The 
Moderna vaccine, which is yet to 
be authorized by the FDA, will re- 
quire a second dose 28 days after 
the first dose. 


Q: If [had COVID-19, do I still 
need to get the vaccine? 

A: Research is still being 
conducted on how and if the 
vaccine should be given to those 
who have already had the virus. 
Based on available data, the vac- 
cine does not harm those who had 
COVID-19 when given. We do 
know that you should continue 
following safety guidelines, in- 
cluding wearing a mask and social 
distancing. As reinfection is less 
likely to happen to those people 
within 90 days of COVID-19, the 
Pfizer vaccine may be given only 
after 90 days since the diagnosis. 


Q: Do I get to choose which 
brand of vaccine I receive? 

A: At this time, the Pfizer vac- 
cine 1s the only choice until anoth- 
er vaccine has been approved for 
emergency use by the FDA. Even- 
tually, when there are several dif- 
ferent safe and effective vaccines 
available, there may be choices. 


Q: Is there a minimum age to 
receive the vaccine? 

A: Until recently, vaccine tri- 
als did not include children under 
the age of 16. Because of this, the 
Pfizer vaccine is only authorized 
for individuals 16 years and older. 
Pfizer has now included children 
12 and older in current, ongoing 
trials. When the results for these 
trials become available in the fu- 
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ture, there may be a change in 
vaccine recommendations. 


Q: How long does it take for the 
vaccine to become effective? 

A: It usually takes a few weeks 
after receiving the final course of 
a vaccine for the body to mount an 
effective immune response. 


Q: Will people still have to 
wear a mask and social dis- 
tance after getting the vaccine? 

A: Yes. The current safety pre- 
cautions will still be important in- 
cluding wearing masks and social 
distancing. Here are some reasons 
why: 

¢ As the vaccine rolls out, there 
will still be high levels of infec- 
tion in our communities. 

e¢ You will most likely need 
two doses of the vaccine in order 
to be highly protected. Available 
data show that only 52% respond 
to 1 dose of the Pfizer vaccine. 

e Even though you have been 
vaccinated, it is still not 100% ef- 
fective, although close to it. It still 
unclear how much asymptomat- 
ic infection can be prevented by 
vaccination, and thus the ability 
to transmit the virus if you get in- 
fected. 


Q: What was the process of 
developing the vaccine? 

A: All vaccines go through 
a similar testing process. Once 
products are created in the labora- 
tory and show evidence of safety 
and effectiveness in animal mod- 
els, they may proceed through a 
progressively escalating series 
of human clinical trials in volun- 
teers. Progress to each “phase” of 
trials depends on success in the 
previous one. Phase I studies are 
small scale human trials designed 
to assess safety and appropriate 
dosing. Phase II trials are larger 
human studies that assess safe- 
ty in more depth and laboratory 
measure of effectiveness. Phase 
III trials are large clinical studies 
that seek to address safety and 
efficacy and are generally place- 
bo-controlled studies, meaning 
that some volunteers get vaccine, 





and some get a non-vaccine injec- 
tion. 


Q: What were the length of 
trials? How long were people 
followed after the vaccination? 
A: The length of phase HI 
vaccine trials, which are the large- 
scale ones to determine safety and 
effectiveness, is based generally 
on reaching enough “endpoints” 
to show that the virus is safe and 
working. The main “endpoint” is 
the number of COVID infections 
that occur in each group — (vac- 
cine and control) and how the 
vaccine can prevention infection. 


Q: What are the outcomes of 
the clinical trials? 

A: The Pfizer clinical trials 
showed that the vaccine 1s 95% 
effective in preventing infection. 
No serious adverse events were 
noted in these trials. 


Q: What are the vaccines made 
of and how do they work? 

A: None of the COVID-19 
vaccines in development in the 
U.S. use the “live” virus that caus- 
es COVID-19. Both the Pfizer and 
the Moderna vaccines rely on a 
new technology called mRNA, 
the synthetic messenger RNA 
(mRNA). While mRNA technol- 
ogy is new, it has been studied 
for more than a decade and the 
COVID-19 mRNA vaccines have 
been carefully tested for safety. 
Not all vaccines work the same 
way. Most commonly, vaccines 
are made from inactivated vi- 
ruses or weakened live viruses. 
Vaccines use antigens (substanc- 
es that prompt immune respons- 
es) to train the immune system 
to identify threats and produce 
antibodies. The COVID-19 vac- 
cines being tested by Pfizer and 
Moderna use the mRNA that 
code proteins using the host 
cells’ own protein-making pro- 
cess to make proteins, trigger 
an immune response, and build 
immunity to SARS-CoV-2 (the 
virus that causes COVID-19). 
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2021 Big E 
discoun 
tickets on sale 
now for 
holiday giving 


Give the gift of Fair 
fun in 2021 and put 
The Big E Under the 
Tree 


Big E advance discount 
tickets, Value Passes, and 
Midway and Cream Puff 
vouchers are available for 
sale, just in time for holiday 
giving. 

Get tickets to the 2021 
Big E, which takes place next 
year from Sept. 17-Oct. 3, on- 
line at TheBigE.com and at 
the Box Office, open 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, now through Dec. 23. 

Ticket options available 
are: 

Single Day admission 
tickets — $12 adults/$8 chil- 
dren 6-12 

17-Day Value Passes — 
$40 adults/$20 children age 
6-12. This offer includes four 
FREE Giant Slide tickets for 
each Value Pass sold. 


Opening Day _ tickets 
(good for use on Sept. 17 
only) — $10 


Midway Magic Vouchers 
— $25 

Six-pack of Big E Cream 
Puffs - $25 

All tickets, passes and 
vouchers are “print at home” 
documents, making the gift a 
perfect last-minute shopping 
option. To learn more, visit 
www. TheBigE.com/holiday- 
tickets. 

The 2021 Big E will be 
jam-packed with food, enter- 
tainment and more. 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing by remote participa- 
tion on Wednesday, January 
13, 2021 at 6:45 PM on the 
application of Frederick 
Macdonald and Jessica 
Macdonald for a Special 
Permit as required under sec- 
tions 3.9.2.15 and 4.10 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law to 
allow construction of an addi- 
tion to the existing Macdonald 
residence located at 1 Whisper 


Walk to be used as an accesso- 
ry in-law apartment as shown 
on information on file in the 
Planning Office and posted for 
public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham website at 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov/123/ 
Planning-Board. 

While in-person attendance 
is not possible due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 public 
health emergency, the public 
may remotely join and partici- 
pate in the public hearing 
while in progress using 
GoToMeeting video confer- 


encing technology by follow- 
ing the instructions on the 
meeting agenda that will be 
posted on the town website on 
or about January 8, 2021. 

Jeffrey Smith, Chairman 
12/24, 12/31/2020 


WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 
In accordance with the 

provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 
41 Section 81-T, the 
Wilbraham Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing by 


remote participation on 
Wednesday, January 13, 
2021 at 7:00 PM, on the 
application of AC 
Homebuilding, LLC for 
approval of a definitive subdi- 
vision plan entitled 
“COOLEY DRIVE 
EXTENSION” on approxi- 
mately 7.3 acres of land 
owned by The Rector, 
Wardens and Vestry of Church 
of the Epiphany located at 
19V Cooley Drive, formerly a 
portion of 20 Highland 
Avenue being the land north 
of and abutting the end of 


existing Cooley Drive. The 
subdivision consists of 4 pro- 
posed building lots fronting 
on a proposed extension of 
Cooley Drive which involves 
altering the existing substan- 
dard cul-de-sac, extending the 
roadway approximately 202 
feet, and constructing a new 
cul-de-sac as shown on infor- 
mation on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for public 
viewing on the Planning 
Board page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www. 
wilbraham-ma.gov/123/ 
Planning-Board. 


While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 public 
health emergency, the public 
may remotely join and partici- 
pate in the public hearing 
while in progress using 
GoToMeeting video confer- 
encing technology by follow- 
ing the instructions on the 
meeting agenda that will be 
posted on the town website on 
or about January 8, 2021. 

Jeffrey Smith, Chairman 
12/24, 12/31/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 
notices to 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price | 22 Base Price| 2 Base Price| 24 Base Price 

21 $26.50 $27.00 3 $27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 

; ~ ; ~ ; ~ 
0.50 30 $31.00 31 $31.50 $32.00 


25 $2 
Base Price 
29 3 


Base Price 





Base Price | 34 Base Price | 35 
33 $32.50 $33.00 

Base Price Base Price 
37 $34.50 38 $35.00 39 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2**xexk*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


KKKKK A 


WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DEADLINES 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price] 39 Base Price 


Base Price 
$33.50 

Base Price 
$35.50 40 


Base Price 





State: Zip: 


X per week rate = $ 


Credit Card: (1 MasterCard LI VISA 1 Discover _J Cash 1 Check# 
Card # Exp. Date CVV _ 
Amount of charge: Date: 








Base Price 
36 $34.00 
$36.00 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


December 24, 2020 


Call us at 413.283.8393 








CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


BD GENERAL SERVICES Car- 
pentry, windows, doors, roofs, gut- 
ters, floors, quality painting. Insured. 
References. Free Estimates. MA 
HIC#175887, In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 






BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON a 












EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


NORTI 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


; 










Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 








SPRINGFIELD 


: WILBRAHAM 
WEST 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price elem 
Addasecond ZONE __*10.00_ alin 
Add athird ZONE ___*5.00 Cin 
Subtotal = 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


GOT JUNK? Then you should call 
21st Century Sanford and Son scrap 
metal removal service. Fast, reliable, 
dependable, friendly and Free remov- 
al of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





December 24, 2020 


assitieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


AUTO 





$SSSSSS$SSS$S 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 
DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 


(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


TOWN OF PALMER TRUCK 
DRIVER LABORER - OPERATIONS 
DIVISION PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT. The Town of Palmer is accept- 
ing applications for Full Time Truck 
Driver - Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works Operations Division. We 
are seeking an experienced, self-mo- 
tivated individual with public works 
knowledge to become part of our op- 
erations division. A High School Diplo- 
ma, Class B Massachusetts Driver's 
License with air-brakes endorsement 
is required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 
rmcnutt @townofpalmer.com 


Digital Photos 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Animal 
Control Officer & Animal Inspector. 
Looking for a reliable Animal Control 
Officer & an Animal Inspector. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Open 
Until Filled. EOE 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


3) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





$12.50 
Each 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo 
darcimcsvexsvaliNvae- lami ame) are 
oe} mo) U] am e)U1e)|(er-tt(e)atcy 
Go to newspapers. turley. } ~— 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 
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www.thedancestudio.co 
35 Post Office Park 
Wilbraham 
596-0121 





oy , GIFT SHOPPE A “ 
<* i a 
scentedgarden2@gmail.com 


The Wilbraham Shops 
2341 Boston Rd., 
Wilbraham 

413-599-1717 < 
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PIZZERIA & LOUNGE ° 


THE St Ce CATE WWW.giospizzeria.com 
AT GREATHORSE 9 Allen St., Hampden 
www.thestartinggate.com Hampden Mini Mall 


128 Wilbraham Road 
Hampden 


413-566-5158 acy 


(413) 566-8015 


if}, °° Donovan s 
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Eastfield Mall 
oO TROM BLEY 1655 Boston Rd., Springfield 
SE SQUARES www.donovanspub.com 





Investment and Retirement Planning 


Cw « I trombleyassociates.com 543-0791 
p A » 4 85 Post Office Park, 
, | Q [ [ Suite 8524, Wilbraham 

= and 596-6992 


l. 





MALICAa 
joyous. 


RICHARD R. GREEN 
—— Insurance Agengy, Inc 
richardgreeninsurance.com 
32 Somers Rd., Hampden 
413-566-0028 
128 Main St., Monson 
413-267-3495 


© 


TROMBLEY 


ASSOCIATE S§S 





Bookkeeping and Payroll Services 


trombleybp.com 
95 Post Office Park 
Suite 9506, Wilbraham 
413-596-1613 
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Smith 
«SMILES 


Fey <> 
“Something * 


+ 275 Bicentennial Highway 
~. . Springfield 
joan@sewspecialbyjoan.com 413-783-1111 
www.sewspecialbyjoan.com gotsmiles.net 


(413) 596-9003 
2442 Boston Road 
Wilbraham 


at 

var | HA 
Mandarin 
Wilbraham 


JAPANESE & CHINESE CUISINE 


Phone 596-5088 or 596-8809 
Fax 596-8802 


MandarinWilbrahamRest.com 


2571 Boston Road 
Wilbraham 





KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 





15 Railroad Avenue 
N Wilbraham 
~~ 413-596-6535 


io 


sed. 


© Thank you for 


ume. Turley® 
SOU tele: stip TIMES 


eer iey" Inc 


www.turley.com 
24 Water Street 





Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Your Hometown 
Newspaper! 


wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com 
jwalker@turley.com 
413-283-8393 
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Palmer, MA 01069 
413-283-8393 
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SPARTAN *5 f 1 Crane Park, Wilbraham Y | : 
Auto Care Center : (413) 279-3303 WILBRAHAM s 
www. spartanbrake com OPEN: Tuesday-Sunday a . <4 
Closed Monday Animal Hospital 5 
2714 Boston Road wilbrahamanimalhospital.com = 
Wilbraham, MA 2424 Boston Road s 
413-596-2479 wie Wilbraham, MA | 
413.596.8395 


SS 


Karen Geaghan 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


My Life, My Passion, My Love! 
www.karengeaghanphotos.com 


413-537-3001 


Texting Welcome 
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Bar & Grille 
route20barandgrille.com 
2541 Boston Rd.. 
(Rt. 20) Wilbraham 
413.279.2020 


Alpha Oil 
Company, Inc. 


2440 Boston Road 
Wilbraham 


996-4583 


_ The 
Bilberry Salon 
A Full Service Salon 
2141 Boston Rd.,Wilbraham 
The Eastwood Shops 
(across from Dunkin’ Donuts) 
413-279-3306 
OPEN: Mon. — Sat. 


‘K 
“Theme Cakes 


2341 Boston Road, Wilbraham 
413-279-CAKE 
www.themecakesbyjoelene.com 


Facebook: 
Theme Cakes by Joelene 


Vv v 
A= 
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Low's 
Bagel ook 


34 Somers Road 
Hampden 


413-566-1515 





AVAL 
AKBEIKS 


EASTFIELD MALL 
Boston Road 
Springfield 


543-1738 


www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com 


(jRanrre Crearion§ 


nce: er po tra t-ed 


www.granitecreationsma.com 


2376 Boston Road 
Wilbraham, MA 
413-596-3144 


REAL ESTATE 


& leam A13 


264 N. Main St., Unit 12 
East Longmeadow 
team413sells@gmail.com 


579-TEAM 





MENS 


AUTOMOTIVE © 





2821 Boston Road 


Wilbraham MA 01095 
413-222-5703 





462 Main Street 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-3300 


Bie 


KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 


15 Railroad Avenue 


Wilbraham 


413-596-6535 


) 


Christopher J. Root DMD FAGD 


70 Post Office Park 


Wilbraham, MA 01095 


Jy 4 

y 7 

/ _ a 
Wf) SC 4a 
VLG a V/ / | 





www.cleanslatehairremoval.com 


wilbrahamdentalassociates.com 


413-279-2016 
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ance, Licensed Electrologist & Laser Tech 


HTGCY WWAICTIt 


2 Allen St., 2nd Floor, Hampden | 


413-566-1477 


